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July 15, 2008 
 
 
Mr. Carl Monk 
Executive Vice President and Executive Director  
Association of American Law Schools 
1201 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20036-2717 
 
 
Dear Carl: 
 
I write on behalf of the SALT Board of Governors to express our deep concern about one 
of the main hotel sites for the 2009 AALS Meeting.  As you know, Doug Manchester, 
owner of the Manchester Grand Hyatt in San Diego, has donated about $125,000 to a 
November 2008 ballot measure that would prohibit same sex marriage in California.  
{ǳŎƘ ŀ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƘŀƳŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊǊǳƭŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ 
decision granting lesbian and gay couples the same right to marry as heterosexual 
couples.  
 
The AALS has always taken a strong stand against all discrimination.  In recent years, the 
AALS has been an active participant in the fight to repeal the Solomon Amendment and 
in ensuring that its member schools do not discriminate against lesbians and gays in 
admission, hiring, and job placement.  SALT understands that the AALS would not have 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ DǊŀƴŘ Iȅŀǘǘ ƘŀŘ aǊΦ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
views been known at the time.  SALT is also aware that you are considering various 
options in light of this revelation.  
 
SALT requests that AALS make every effort to find an alternative location for the annual 
meeting.   If this is not possible, we ask that you limit activities at the hotel to the 
greatest extent possible and make Mr. Manchester aware of the concern expressed by 
AALS members. Please convey our request to the Executive Committee.   
 
I look forward to hearing from AALS on this important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Hazel Weiser 
Executive Director 


