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Dr. Santiago Canton
Executive Secretary
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
1889 F Street NW
Washington, DC 20006
Fax: (202) 458-3992
cidhoea@oas.org

January 10, 2011

Re.: Letter in Support of Precautionary Measures to Stop Imminent
Deportations of Haitians from the United States

Dear Dr. Canton:

We, the undersigned human and civil rights advocates, write to express great
concern about the recent announcement by the United States government to resume
deportations to Haiti beginning January 2011. In the one year since the January 12,
2010 earthquake devastated Haiti, the United States has laudably set in place
several humanitarian policies to respond to the catastrophe, including granting
temporary protected status (TPS) for many Haitian nationals living in the United
States, humanitarian parole for certain orphans, and, until recently, an indefinite
stay of deportations to Haiti until conditions improve.

Far from improving, conditions in Haiti are equally bad, if not worse, than one year
ago. A cholera epidemic is raging across the country. Over 100,000 people have
contracted cholera and 3,333 have died as a result of the disease. The World Health
Organization and Pan-American Health Organization expect another 650,000 cases
within the first 6 months of 2011. Over 1.2 million people are living in temporary
shelters in internally displaced persons camps. These people and countless others
in Haiti lack basic sanitation, adequate food, potable water, and lighting, and basic
security. Haitian detention centers, where deportees would undoubtedly be held,
are widely-documented as unsanitary, rodent-infested spaces where detainees have
little to no access to food or drinking water and are exposed to disease. Cholera has
already claimed at least 48 lives in detention centers.

In light of these grim conditions, the deportation of Haitian nationals by the U.S. is
inhumane and impracticable.

We therefore write to express our support of the request for precautionary
measures submitted to this Commission on January 6, 2011 by the University of
Miami School of Law Human Rights and Immigration Clinics, the Florida Immigrant
Advocacy Center, the Center for Constitutional Rights, Alternative Chance, and the
Loyola Law Clinic and Center for Social Justice to halt the roundups, detention, and
imminent deportations of Haitian nationals by the United States government.
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We ask that this Commission act decisively and quickly bring the full weight of its
authority to bear on the United States Government, so that it will fulfill its legal
responsibility to protect the rights of vulnerable Haitian individuals who are at risk
of serious harm, even death, and who, if deported, will place an impossible burden
on a detention and justice system in Haiti that is broken.

Sincerely,

Organizational Sign-Ons

1. Partners in Health
2. American Friends Service Committee
3. Catholic Legal Services, Archdiocese of Miami
4. You.Me.We
5. Grassroots International
6. Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti
7. Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice & Human Rights
8. American Civil Liberties Union, Florida
9. The Society of American Law Teachers
10. National Lawyers Guild
11. MADRE: Demanding Rights, Resources & Results for Women Worldwide
12. World Organization for Human Rights USA
13. Haitian Congress to Fortify Haiti, Chicago, IL
14. Task Force for the Homeless
15. Drum Major Institute for Public Policy
16. Environmental Justice Initiative for Haiti
17. La Fuente: NY and Long Island Civic Participation Projects
18. Utah Health and Human Rights Project
19. The National Lawyer's Guild, New York
20. Secular Jewish Humanists
21. Trail of DREAMs
22. Coalition of African, Arab, Asian, European, and Latino Immigrants of Illinois

(CAAAELII)
23. Maurice & Jane Sugar Law Center for Economic & Social Justice
24. WE Count!, Miami, Florida
25. Black Law Students Association, University of Miami School of Law
26. Florida Immigrant Coalition
27. Scott D. Pollock & Associates, P.C.
28. Florida Immigrant Coalition
29. Immigration Law Clinic, Michigan State University College of Law
30. N'Cobra
31. KINDRED Afro Americas Alliance
32. Rising in Support of Ayiti (RISA), Chicago, Illinois
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33. Cidadao Global
34. New Jersey Forum for Human Rights
35. The All Peoples Democratic Club, Democratic Caribbean Caucus of Florida

Democratic Party
36. Executive Director, Georgia Latino Alliance for Human Rights
37. General Counsel, International Indian Treaty Council
38. New York City Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild's Anti Racism Committee
39. Chair, Social Responsibilities Council Unitarian Society of Ridgewood
40. New Jersey Advocates for Immigrant Detainees
41. Washington Defender Association's Immigration Project
42. Middlesex County Coalition for Immigrant Rights
43. Legal Aid Service of Broward County
44. Georgia Detention Watch
45. Amigos Center
46. Just Cause, the Union of St. Peter's Housing Committee & Just Cause Oakland
47. Human Rights Advocates
48. Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations
49. Global Justice Program/Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race & Ethnicity
50. Foreign Policy in Focus, Institute for Policy Studies
51. Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service
52. Immigrant Rights Clinic, Florida Coastal School of Law
53. New York Immigration Coalition
54. Urban Justice Center
55. University of Houston Immigration Clinic
56. IRATE
57. First Friends
58. New Jersey Advocates for Immigrant Detainees
59. Immigration Law Clinic, University of California, Davis, School of Law Clinical

Programs
60. American Jewish World Service
61. Church World Service, Haiti
62. Legal Aid Society, New York, New York
63. Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition
64. Pax Christi New Jersey
65. Vermont Medical Response Team
66. The Legal Aid Society of the Orange County Bar Association, Inc.
67. Immigrant Defense Project
68. Worker's Rights Law Center of NY
69. Immigrant Rights Clinic, New York University School of Law
70. Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR Florida)
71. South Asian Americans Leading Together
72. Tampa Chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR-Tampa)
73. Immigration Law Society, UCLA Law School
74. Center for Gender & Refugee Studies, University of California , Hastings College of

the Law
75. Political Asylum/Immigration Representation Project
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76. Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition
77. Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Washington Office
78. December 12th Movement International Secretariat
79. International Association Against Torture
80. United We DREAM
81. Presente.org
82. The Post-Deportation Human Rights Project, Center for Human Rights and

International Justice, Boston College
83. Vermont Medical Response Team
84. United Confederation of Taino People
85. The New Sanctuary Movement of NYC
86. Families for Freedom

Individual Sign-Ons (Institutional affiliations provided for identification purposes only)

83. Abayomi Manrique Doctoral Candidate: Political Science Clark Atlanta University
84. Alicia Alvarez University of Michigan Law School
85. Alissa Baier Student, Seattle University School of Law
86. Amanda Leipold Insightful Mind Initiative, Miami Law Women, University of

Miami School of Law
87. Andrea Armstrong Assistant Professor, Loyola University New Orleans, College of

Law
88. Andrea L. Evey Concerned Citizen
89. Andrew Horwitz Roger Williams University School of Law
90. Angela M. Bean Immigration specialist, Adjunct Professor, Golden Gate

University School of Law
91. Angela Morrison Legal Director, Nevada Immigrant Resource Project, William S.

Boyd School of Law
92. Anita Beaty Task Force for the Homeless (Metro Atlanta)
93. Ann M. Schneider NYC National Lawyer's Guild Executive Committee
94. Anne Schroth Director, Pediatric and Youth Advocacy Initiative, University

of Michigan Law School
95. Arturo Corso Corso, Kennedy & Campbell, LLP
96. Ashley Matthews Student Organization for Human Rights, University of Miami

School of Law
97. Asmaa Donahue Senior Program Officer, Sauti Yetu Center for African Women
98. Audra Jones Dosunmu Concerned Citizen
99. Barbara A. Schwartz Clinical Law Professor, University of Iowa College of Law
100. Barbara Hines University of Texas School of Law, Immigration Clinic
101. Ben Lockwood University of Cincinnati College of Law, Urban Morgan

Institute for Human Rights
102. Benin "Beni" Dakar Concerned Citizen, Duluth, Georgia
103. Bernard Duhaime Université du Québec à Montréal, Faculté de science politique

et de droit, Département des sciences juridiques
104. Beth Lyon Villanova School of Law
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105. Betty Couvertier Producer, Alternative Perspectives, WRFG 89.3 FM
106. Bob Golten International Human Rights Advocacy Center at Sturm College

of Law
107. Brian Sherman Professor of Sociology, Albany State University
108. Brittany Goodnight Student, University of California at Los Angeles School of Law
109. Brittany Young International Law Society, University of Miami School of Law
110. Brook K. Baker Program on Human Rights and the Global Economy,

Northeastern University School of Law
111. Bruce Evey Director, Education Center, New England Tropical

Conservatory
112. C. Mario Russell Senior Attorney, Adjunct Professor, Catholic Charities, St.

John's Law School
113. Carlos Roa Trail of Dreams/Presente.org
114. Caroline Correa Chair, Immigration Solidarity Committee, Community to

Community Development, Bellingham, WA
115. Carolyn G. Varno Empire State College
116. Cecilia Menjivar Cowden Distinguished Professor, School of Social and Family

Dynamics, Director of Graduate Studies, Sociology, Program in
Sociology, Arizona State University

117. Charo Mina Rojas Black Communities Process (PCN), International Working
Group United States

118. Chi Mgbako Clinical Associate Professor/Director, Walter Lietner
International Human Rights Clinic, Fordham Law School

119. Christina J. Martinez Student, Temple University
120. Christina M. Kleiser Adjunct Professor of Immigration Law, University of

Tennessee School of Law
121. Craig B. Futterman University of Chicago Law School
122. Dan R. Smulian Safe Harbor Project, Brooklyn Law School
123. Daniel Gross, Esq Executive Director, Brandworkers International
124. Daniel Kanstroom Boston College Law School, Human Rights Program
125. Daniel L. Meyers Past President, National Lawyers Guild-NYC Chapter
126. Daniel M. Kowalski Editor-in-Chief, Bender's Immigration Bulletin (LexisNexis)
127. Daryle Brown COO, Positive Anti-Crime Thrust, Inc.
128. David Abraham University of Miami School of Law
129. David B. Thronson Michigan State University College of Law
130. David Baluarte American University, Washington College of Law
131. David Hollenbach University Chair in Human Rights and International Justice,

Director, Center for Human rights and International Justice,
Boston College

132. Debbie Chaiken Secular Jewish Humanists
133. Deborah Anker Harvard Law School; Harvard Immigration and Refugee

Clinical Program
134. Deborah J. Townsend Deborah J. Townsend, P.A.
135. Deborah Weissman University of North Carolina Law School
136. Deena R. Hurwitz University of Virginia School of Law, International Human

Rights Clinic and Human Rights Program
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137. Denise Gilman Clinical Professor of Law, Immigration Clinic, University of
Texas School of Law

138. Dominique Custos Judge John D. Wessel Distinguished Professor of Law, Loyola
University New Orleans College of Law

139. Doug Colbert University of Maryland School of Law
140. Douglas S. Massey Henry G. Bryant Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs,

Princeton University
141. Dr. Kwame'-Osagyefo Activist, Cultural and Human Rights Consultant

Kalimara
142. Dr. Matthew Lister Sharswood Fellow in Law and Philosophy, University of

Pennsylvania Law School, Philadelphia, PA
143. Dr. Peter S. Nocella Concerned Citizen, Wynnewood, PA
144. Efia Miles Concerned Citizen
145. Efia Nwangaza Executive Director, Malcolm X Center for Self Determination
146. Elizabeth Allen Concerned Citizen
147. Elizabeth Barad Attorney at Law, New York, New York
148. Elizabeth McCormick Associate Clinical Professor of Law, Director, Immigrant

Rights Project, University of Tulsa College of Law
149. Elliott Manning University of Miami School of Law
150. Enora R. Brown, PhD Depaul University School of Law
151. Erica Carroll Student, University of California at Los Angeles School of Law
152. Eunice Lee Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinical Program
153. Fatma E. Marouf Associate Professor of Law, Director of the Immigration Clinic,

William S. Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada, Las
Vegas

154. Fran Ansley Distinguished Professor of Law Emeritus, University of
Tennessee College of Law

155. Gerald Woolford Light of The World, Christian Tabernacle International
Association

156. Gregory Warren National Coalition for the Homeless
Rolle

157. Hope Lewis Northeastern University School of Law
158. Howard A. Cohen Concerned Citizen
159. Ira Horowitz Secular Jewish Humanists
160. Iris Gomez Massachusetts Law Reform Institute
161. Irwin Stotzky University of Miami School of Law
162. Jacqueline Silva Greater Boston Legal Services
163. Jacqueline Stevens Professor, Political Science Department, Northwestern

University
164. Jamie O'Connell Lecturer in Residence, University of California, Berkeley

School of Law
165. Jane G. Rocamora Clinic Supervisor, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic of

Greater Boston Legal Services
166. Janet M. Calvo Professor of Law, CUNY School of Law
167. Janvieve Williams Latin American and Caribbean Community Center

Comrie
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168. Jaya Ramji-Nogales Associate Professor of Law, Temple University, Beasley School
of Law

169. Jeanne M. Atkinson Director, Immigration Legal Services, Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese

170. Jeanne M. Woods Henry F. Bonura, Jr. Distinguished Professor of Law, Loyola
University College of Law

171. Jeanne Mirer President, International Association of Democratic Lawyers
172. Jeff Weinberger One Struggle South Florida
173. Jennifer Lee Koh Assistant Professor of Law, Western State University College

of Law
174. Jennifer Moore Professor of Law, University of New Mexico School of Law
175. Jennifer Wright University of St. Thomas School of Law
176. Jeremiah Myers Concerned Citizen
177. Joaquin Guerra Executive Director, Presente.org
178. Johanna Baldwin Member of JustFaith community, St. Thomas the Apostle

Church, Smyrna, GA
179. Jon Bauer Clinical Professor of Law and Director, Asylum and Human

Rights Clinic, University of Connecticut School of Law
180. Jon Landau Baumann Landau & Simon
181. JoNel Newman University of Miami School of Law, Health & Elder Law Clinic
182. Josephine E. Norton Citizen, Chicago, Illinois
183. Joshua Cooper Executive Director, Four Freedoms Forum
184. Judy SombergChair, National Lawyers Guild Task Force on the Americas
185. Kaleema H. Al-Nur KINDRED Afro Americas Alliance
186. Karen C. Sokol Assistant Professor of Law, Loyola University New Orleans

College of Law
187. Karen Musalo Clinical Professor of Law & Director, Center for Gender &

Refugee Studies, University of California, Hastings College of
the Law

188. Karen Winston The Baker Defense Project, Jacksonville Area Legal Aid
189. Kathleen Bergin Director, You.Me.We., South Texas College of Law
190. Kathy Hessler Clinical Professor, Lewis & Clark Law School
191. Katie Dingeman-Cerda Student, University of California - Irvine
192. Kevin R. Johnson Professor, University of California-Davis School of Law
193. Kim Thuy Seelinger Director, Sexual Violence & Accountability Project, Human

Rights Center, Berkeley Law
194. Kristan Woolford Light of The World Christian Tabernacle International

Association
195. Kristina Campbell Director, Immigration and Human Rights Clinic, University of

the District of Columbia
196. Lauren Carasik Western New England College School of Law
197. Lauren Gilbert, Esq. Professor of Law, St. Thomas University School of Law
198. Lauren Martin University of Kentucky, Department of Geography
199. Leah Weston Concerned Citizen
200. Leisy Abrego University of California, Los Angeles
201. Lionel Jean-Baptiste, Esq. Alderman, 2nd Ward City of Evanston, IL
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202. Lorraine Fontana Social Justice Guild of the First Existentialist Congregation of
Atlanta

203. Lynne R. Harris Feldman Feldman & Associates, PC
204. M. Brinton Lykes Professor of Community-Cultural Psychology, Boston

College/Lynch School of Education, Center for Human Rights
& International Justice

205. M. Isabel Medina Ferris Family Distinguished Professor of Law, Loyola
University New Orleans College of Law

206. Madonna Woolford Light of The World Christian Tabernacle International
Association

207. Marcia Johnson-Blanco Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
208. Margaret Brewer Executive Director, Legal Director, HIV & AIDS Legal Services

Alliance
209. Margaret Drew Professor of Clinical Law, Director of Clinics and Experiential

Learning, University of Cincinnati College of Law
210. Margaret L. Satterthwaite New York University School of Law, Global Justice

Clinic
211. Marion Thandabantu Iverson, PhD School of Social Work, Indiana University Labor

Studies Program
212. Marissa Dagdagan, J.D. Concerned Citizen
213. Marjorie Cohn Professor of Law, Thomas Jefferson School of Law
214. Mark E. Smith Concerned Citizen
215. Markus Wagner University of Miami School of Law
216. Mary F. Crayton Retired, National AFL-CIO, Director, Advocacy and Outreach,

Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference
217. Merle Silver Secular Jewish Humanists
218. Michael Mendez Colombo, Hurd &Brandt, Pl
219. Michael S. Vastine Director, Immigration Clinic, St. Thomas University School of

Law
220. Michele Allison-Davis Loyola University New Orleans College of Law
221. Michelle McKinley University of Oregon School of Law
222. Nancy Peterson Concerned Citizen
223. Nathalie Mompremier Fort Lauderdale High School
224. Nicolas Touron Citizen, Brooklyn, NY
225. Nikki Thanos, Esq. Citizen, New Orleans, Louisiana
226. Olivia Haynes Concerned Citizen
227. P. Adem Carroll New York State Interfaith Network for Immigration Reform
228. Pamela Larson Operations Coordinator, Casa Marianella, Austin, Texas
229. Paola Garcia Rey Columbia Law School, Human Rights Institute
230. Patrice Dziire Immigration Law Offices of Patrice Dziire
231. Patricia Fernandez-Kelly Princeton University
232. Paula Galowitz New York University School of Law
233. Paula R. Rhodes Associate Professor, University of Denver Sturm College of

Law
234. Paula Williams Associate Professor, University of Tennessee College of Law
235. Peg Franzen Citizen, Montpelier Vermont
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236. Peter Margulies Professor, Roger Williams University School of Law
237. Philip D. Althouse International Committee of the National Lawyers Guild
238. Philip Kasinitz City University of New York
239. Rachel Rosenbloom Assistant Professor of Law, Northeastern University School of

Law
240. Ragini Shah Assistant Clinical Professor of Law, Suffolk Law School
241. Rebecca C. Black Attorney with the office of David R. Fletcher, P.A.
242. Rev. Joyce Antila Phipps, Esq. Casa Esperanza
243. Rev. Roger Dart Associate Pastor for Justice and Witness, Congregational

Church in Deerfield UCC
244. Rob Smith Concerned Citizen
245. Robert Jones Director, Notre Dame Legal Aid Clinic
246. Robert Smith, Ph.D. Professor of Sociology, Immigration Studies and Public Affairs,

Baruch College School of Public Affairs and Sociology
Department, Graduate Center, CUNY

247. Robert Solomon Yale Law School, Professor
248. Romi Elnager Retired Schoolteacher, East Baton Rouge Parish Schools
249. Ronald C. Spriestersbach Concerned Citizen
250. Ronald P. Bowden Sr Retired Citien
251. Roxanne Ryce-Paul Citizen, New York, NY
252. Rubén G. Rumbaut University of California, Irvine
253. Ruth Acker President, Women's City Club of New York
254. Sabrineh Ardalan Harvard Law School; Harvard Immigration and Refugee

Clinical Program
255. Sarah Caldwell Southern Regional Education Board, Atlanta, Georgia
256. Sarah H. Paoletti Practice Associate Professor, Transnational Legal Clinic,

University of Pennsylvania School of Law
257. Sean Siperstein American Constitution Society, Cardozo Jewish Legal Society,

University of Miami School of Law
258. Sepideh Eskandari Attorney
259. Shan Cretin General Secretary, American Friends Service Committee
260. Sharlene Perkins Concerned Citizen
261. Sheila E. Karmatz Wynnewood, PA
262. Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia, Esq. Clinical Professor and Director Center for

Immigrants' Rights, Penn State Law
263. Sital Kalantry Cornell Law School
264. Steve Forester Immigration Policy Coordinator, Institute for Justice &

Democracy in Haiti
265. Sue Simon Public Interest Projects
266. Susan Hazeldean Robert M. Cover Fellow, Yale Law School
267. Susham Modi Immigration and Refugee Advocate, Harvard Immigration and

Refugee Clinical Program, Harvard Law School
268. Talal Saint-Lôt Master's Candidate Public Administration and Community

Regional Planning, University of New Mexico
269. Tammy Johnson Director of Strategic Partnerships, Applied Research Center
270. Tashie Sloley Public Interest Projects
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271. Theodor Brodek, Ph. D. U.S. Citizen, Atlanta, Georgia
272. Tom Ferguson Coordinator, Foundation for Global Community
273. Tonia Poteat Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health
274. Valena E. Beety Mississippi Innocence Project, University of Mississippi School

of Law
275. Valory Greenfield Staff Attorney, Florida Legal Services, Inc.
276. Vanessa Merton Faculty Supervisor, Immigration Justice Clinic, Pace University

School of Law
277. Vanessa Ramos American Association of Jurists
278. Vanessa Soma Student, University of California at Los Angeles School of Law
279. Vernellia Randall The University of Dayton School of Law
280. Victor C. Romero Maureen B. Cavanaugh Distinguished Faculty Scholar &

Professor of Law, The Pennsylvania State University,
Dickinson School of Law

281. Virgil Wiebe University of St. Thomas School of Law
282. Vivek Ananthan Center for Creative Activities
283. Wendi Adelson FSU Center for the Advancement of Human Rights
284. Whitney Boyd Afropunk LLC, New York, New York
285. Yotin Srivanjarean Program director, The Center For Pan Asian Community

Services, Inc.


