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SALT AT WORK 

 
During the last two years, SALT transitioned from the Bush to the Obama 

administrations, with considerable activity generated from its Affirmative Action, 

Human Rights, LGBT, and Judicial/Governmental Nominations committees.  In July 

2008, SALT became an affiliate to the ABA Council on Legal Education and Admissions 

to the Bar, which is currently reviewing all of the Standards and Interpretations for 

Approval of Law Schools.  This has greatly increased the work of the Issues in Legal 

Education Committee, previously called the Bar Committee. 

 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

External Affairs 

 Developed new SALTLAW.org website to accommodate on-line membership 

and event registration, easier access to SALT statements and committee activities. 

 Devised a strategy for media outreach, including distribution lists, and initiated 

contact with individual reporters and editors. 

 Targeted specific Congressional committees and members with SALT statements 

relevant to their areas of responsibility and influence.  

Promoting Diversity 

 Devised “white papers” for distribution to members of Congress on 

overreaching by the Bush Department of Education and US Commission on Civil 

Rights when they questioned the authority of the ABA Council on Legal 

Education to promote diversity in admissions to law school. 

 Submitted a chapter in the US Human Rights Network CERD Shadow Report on 

the Bush administration’s attacks on efforts to promote diversity in legal 

education. 

 Provided networking and strategic planning assistance and editorial content for 

November 2008 ballot initiatives banning affirmative action, including several op 

eds and three short films, with SALT leadership attending follow-up meetings 

with participants, both national and regional. 

 Updating “Disturbing Trend in Law School Admissions” website co-sponsored 

by Columbia Law School that tracks admissions of African American and 

Mexican American students; SALT has become a client of the Columbia Law 

School clinic—Lawyering in the Digital Age to further explore achieving 

diversity within law schools.  
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 Co-sponsored with Center for Diversity in the Legal Profession at CUNY Law 

School “On Becoming a Law Professor,” a one-day workshop targeting 

practitioners and judges of color, which attracted 50 registrants and had a 20 

person waiting list. 

Human Rights 

 Pressed the Bush and Obama administrations through multiple SALT and 

collaborative statements for a full investigation of and accountability for policies 

and practices adopted in the “war on terror” that violate domestic and 

international law, including investigation and prosecution of the principals and 

attorneys responsible for devising policies and practices of torture and other 

inhumane forms of interrogation and incarceration. 

 Condemned the Chinese government for harassing Chinese attorneys who were 

representing dissidents in China. 

 Drafted and distributed an immigration policy statement that would end abuses 

in nine categories of official conduct through administrative and executive 

directives without the need for Congressional action; issued follow-up letter to 

praise two subsequent reforms and to urge formalization of new protocols.  

Engaged in a public conversation with Department of Justice representative Juan 

Osuna regarding Obama Administration immigration policies and plans for 

comprehensive reform. 

 Filed an amicus brief before the Maryland Court of Appeals to trigger right to 

counsel at jailhouse bail hearings. 

 Joined amicus brief in Fadi Al Maqaleh v. Gates, challenging the seizure, 

isolation, rendition without process, and detention without access to judicial 

review of non-combatant civilians by the executive branch of the U.S. 

government.  

 Critiqued the actions by Governor Luis Fortuño of Puerto Rico in repressing 

dissent and changing the status of the island’s bar association. 

 

LGBT 

 One of the first to urge the AALS executive committee to move its 2009 annual 

meeting site from the San Diego hotel whose owner supported Proposition 8, the 

anti same-sex marriage ballot initiative; distributed “Marriage is a civil right” 

SALT pins at AALS 2009 annual meeting. 

 Created and distributed editorial content to dispel myths about Proposition 8. 

 Issued statement urging President Obama to support repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t 

Tell” policy. 



 4 

 

Judicial/Governmental Nominations 

 Drafted and distributed statements supporting the nominations of Dawn E. 

Johnsen, Director of Office of Legal Counsel; Harold Hongju Koh, Legal Counsel 

to the State Department; and Sonia Sotomayor, Associate Justice to the U.S. 

Supreme Court. 

Issues in Legal Education 

 In June 2008, SALT became an organizational affiliate of the ABA Council on 

Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar (ABA Council), the accrediting body 

for American law schools, and SALT representatives attend and participate in 

meetings of the ABA Council and Standards Review Committee.  

 Commented on proposed changes to Standards for Approval of Law Schools that 

affect security of position, transparency of the law school accreditation process, 

student-faculty ratios, and outcome measures. 

 Issued statement promoting an ABA Council Standard that would encourage 

law schools to move to outcome measures as a way of evaluating the efficacy of 

law school programs. 

 Devised a national collaboration to promote research and scholarship exploring 

alternative assessments of student achievement.  

 Provided bibliography on issues affecting diversity and affordability of law 

school to the ABA Council June 2009 Retreat. 

 Maintained collaborations with clinical and legal writing organizations regarding 

issues of status and participation in ABA Council; spearheaded a written 

complaint challenging procedures for affiliate participation at ABA Council 

meetings. 

 Co-sponsored curriculum development workshop at University of Minnesota, 

attracting faculty, including adjuncts, from all four law schools in the Twin 

Cities. 

 Co-signed amicus brief defending attorney-client privilege within law school 

legal clinics.  

 Sponsored the annual Robert Cover and Trina Grillo Public Interest and Social 

Justice Retreats for students, practitioners, and law faculty; relocating the 

Norman Amaker Retreat in the Midwest. 
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SALT CALENDAR 2010  

 

February 26-28: Peterborough, 

NH 

 

Cover Public Interest and Social Justice Retreat 

 

March 6-7: Eugene, OR Trina Grillo Public Interest and Social Justice Retreat 

 

March 19-20: San Francisco, CA Vulnerable Populations and Economic Realities: an 

interdisciplinary approach to law teaching, co-sponsored 

with Golden Gate University School of Law 

 

April 15-16: Denver, CO Deconstructing the Ballot Initiative: The Role for 

Citizens and Scholars, co-sponsored by Denver 

University, Sturm College of Law 

 

April 30-May 1: Concord, NH Alternatives to the Bar Exam workshop, sponsored 

by SALT with funding from the Charles Evans 

Hughes Foundation 

December 10-11: Honolulu, HI SALT Teaching Conference:  Teaching in a 

Transformative Era: The Law School of the Future 

 

 

History of SALT: SALT was founded in 1973 by Norman Dorsen, now Frederick I. and 

Grace A. Stokes Professor of Law, Co-Director, Arthur Garfield Hays Civil Liberties 

Program, and Counselor to the President of New York University; Thomas Emerson 

from Yale Law School; and a cadre of fellow progressives.  The founding board included 

such notables as Derrick A. Bell, Jr., the first African American to attain tenure at 

Harvard Law School; Barbara Babcock, the first tenured woman professor at Stanford 

Law School; Monroe Freedman, a pioneer in legal ethics; Ruth Bader Ginsburg, U.S. 

Supreme Court Justice; and Cruz Reynoso, former California Supreme Court Justice.   

 

What We Do: SALT members are dedicated to activist scholarship, teaching, and service 

in a wide range of subjects, including equitable access to education and economic 

opportunities, fair and humane immigration policies and procedures, governmental 

accountability for the “war on terror,” and academic freedom; mentoring a new 

generation of law faculty and administrators to make the academy more reflective of our 

country’s diversity; fostering a culture of social justice within law schools and among 

law school students; and influencing policymaking and discourse both within the 

profession and beyond.   

 

SALT acts through its membership and committees to change the demographics and 

culture of the legal profession.   
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Open Society Institute Funding: In May 2007, the Open Society Institute (OSI) awarded 

SALT three years of capacity-building support.  This grant allowed SALT to hire its first 

professional staff, Hazel Weiser as executive director, and an administrative assistant, 

Elizabeth Luzzi.  Working with SALT co-presidents and committees, staff has helped to 

develop and regularize the infrastructure within SALT, improve communications with 

members, and devise new SALT functions.  The goal of the OSI capacity-building grant 

is to increase SALT’s influence within the legal academy, in the media, and among 

policymakers.   

 

SALT Institutional Donors January 2008-December 2009 

 

Foundations 

Open Society Institute 

Samuel Rubin Foundation 

Charles Evans Hughes Foundation 

Lilo & Gerry Leeds   

 

Law Schools Supporting the 2009 Annual Dinner 

American University, Washington College of Law 

City University of New York School of Law 

Hofstra University School of Law 

Michigan State University College of Law 

Santa Clara University School of Law, Center for Social Justice 

Touro College, Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center 

University of Denver, Sturm College of Law 

University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law 

Vermont Law School 

Yale Law School 

 

Law Schools Supporting the 2010 Annual Dinner 

American University, Washington College of Law 

California Western School of Law 

Fordham University School of Law 

Hofstra University School of Law 

Michigan State University College of Law 

Northeastern University School of Law 

Santa Clara University School of Law, Center for Social Justice 

Seattle University School of Law 

The Pennsylvania State University, Dickinson School of Law 

Touro College, Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center 

University of Denver, Sturm College of Law 

University of Florida Levin College of Law 
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University of Maryland School of Law 

University of Miami School of Law       

University of Oregon School of Law 

University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law 

University of Washington School of Law 

Valparaiso University School of Law 

Wayne State University School of Law 

 

Law Schools Supporting the 2008 Teaching Conference, Berkeley, CA 

Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 

Denver University, Sturm College of Law 

Santa Clara University School of Law 

University of California, Berkeley School of Law 

University of San Francisco School of Law 

 

Law Schools providing in-kind contributions 

Boston University School of Law 

California Western School of Law 

Touro College, Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center 

University of California, Berkeley School of Law & Thelton E. Henderson Center for 

 Social Justice 

University of Iowa School of Law 

Seattle University School of Law 

 

SALT Lifetime Members 

Barbara B. Aldave 

Barbara A. Babcock 

Robert Batey 

Loftus Becker 

John H. Blume 

Jennifer Brown 

Sande Buhai 

Patricia Cain 

Martha E. Chamallas 

Albert Chan 

David Cohen 

Douglas L. Colbert 

Thomas J. Davis 

Jane Lynn Dolkart 

Norman Dorsen 

Anthony Farley 

 

 

Ronald Filler 

Paul Finkelman 

Theresa Glennon 

Howard A. Glickstein 

Claudio Grossman 

Phoebe Haddon 

Angela Harris 

Joan W. Howarth 

Suzanne H. Jackson 

Eileen R. Kaufman 

Sylvia Law 

Charles R. Lawrence 

Lawrence C. Levine 

Louise Hope Lewis 

Jean C. Love 

Holly Maguigan 

 

Carlin Meyer 

Martha L. Minow 

Beverly T. Moran 

Nancy K. Ota 

Nancy Polikoff 

Carla D. Pratt 

Alan Ramo 

Florence Roisman 

Michael M. Rooke-Ley 

Margaret M. Russell 

Joyce Saltalamachia 

Charity Scott 

Peter M. Shane 

Mark Tushnet 

Stephanie M. Wildman 

Gregory H. Williams 

Richard A. Zitrin 
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SALT needs your support.  Join today using this form, or go on line at www.saltlaw.org. 
 

    $125 (Income $125,000 or more per year). 

    $90   (Income at least $100,000 but less than $125,000 per year). 

    $65   (Income at least $75,000 but less than $100,000 per year). 

    $40   (Income less than $75,000 per year). 
(When dues are paid from professional rather than personal funds, we request that you pay at the higher 
rate.) 
 

Enroll me as a lifetime member. 

    $900 
 

I want to contribute to SALT so that progressive voices will be heard in the legal academy.  Here is my gift 
of $__________. 
  
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
School:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State and 
Zip:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone 
Number:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   I am paying by check. Please make checks payable to: Society of American Law Teachers (SALT). 
 

   I am paying by credit card. Please provide the following information: 
 
 Name on card:     ___________________________________________ 
 

 Type of card (only Visa or MasterCard): ___________________________________________ 
 

 Card number:    ___________________________________________ 
 

 Expiration date:    ____________   Security Code from back: _________ 
 
 Billing address:    ___________________________________________ 
 
      ___________________________________________ 
 
 Signature:    ___________________________________________ 
 

 
Mail this form and your payment to:   Hazel Weiser, Executive Director 

Society of American Law Teachers (SALT) 
Touro Law Center, Public Advocacy Center, Rm. 223 
225 Eastview Drive, Central Islip, NY 11722  

http://www.saltlaw.org/

