
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Society of American Law Teachers SALT 
Public Advocacy Center, Room 223 

Touro Law Center 

225 Eastview Drive, Central Islip NY 11722 

631 650 2310 

www.saltlaw.org 
 

Co-Presidents 
Raquel Aldana 
Steven Bender 
 

Past Presidents 
Norman Dorsen 
Howard Lesnick 
David Chambers 
George Alexander 
Wendy Williams 
Rhonda R. Rivera 
Emma Coleman Jordan 
Charles Lawrence 
Howard Glickstein 
Sylvia Law 
Patricia A. Cain 
Jean C. Love 
Linda Greene 
Phoebe Haddon 
Stephanie Wildman 
Carol Chomsky 
Margaret Montoya 
Paula Johnson 
Michael Rooke-Ley 
José Roberto Juárez, Jr. 
Holly Maguigan 
Eileen Kaufman 
Tayyab Mahmud 
Margaret Martin Barry 
Deborah Waire Post 
 
 

Board of Governors 
Bryan Adamson 
Elvia Arriola 
Michael Avery 
Margaret Martin Barry 
Barbara Bernier 
Doug Colbert 
Andi Curcio 
Benjamin Davis 
Jane Dolkart 
Olympia Duhart 
Nancy Ehrenreich 
Patricia Falk 
Ruben Garcia 
Jackie Gardina 
Neil Gotanda 
Joan Howarth 
Peter Joy 
Beth Lyon 
Karla McKanders 
Adele Morrison 
Camille Nelson 
Angela Onwuachi-Willig 
Hari Osofsky 
Ngai Pindell 
Deborah Waire Post 
Denise Roy 
Natsu Taylor Saito 
Aviam Soifer 
Kellye A. Testy 
 

Equalizer Editor  
Raleigh Levine 
 

 

Treasurer 
Patricia A. Cain 
 

CLEA Liaison 
Claudia Angelos 
 
Secretary 
Robert Lancaster 
 
Executive Director 
Hazel Weiser 

 

 

July 6, 2010 
 
The Honorable John G. Koeltl 
United States District Court 
Southern District of New York 
500 Pearl Street 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Re:  Resentencing of Lynne Stewart 
 
Dear Judge Koeltl: 
 
The Society of American Law Teachers (SALT), an organization of law faculty, deans, and administrators 
with members at more than 170 law schools across the country, has been dedicated to promoting 
justice, diversity, and excellence in the legal academy and the legal profession for more than thirty years.  
On behalf of SALT’s Board of Governors, we write to express our concern regarding the resentencing of 
Lynne Stewart.   
 
In July 2005, we were among the individuals and organizations who wrote this Court, urging you to 
consider factors we deemed particularly relevant to this case.  At that time we noted, among other things, 
that although Ms. Stewart was convicted on terrorism-related charges for making a statement to the 
media in violation of Special Administrative Measures imposed upon her client, all of the actions at issue 
occurred in the course of her representation of a client.  She did not subscribe to the political beliefs of 
her client, did not advocate terrorism, and did not engage in any action which resulted in violence.  
Having been disbarred, there is no danger that she will violate any restrictions placed on clients in the 
future.     
 
Ms. Stewart devoted her life to obtaining justice for clients often considered “undesirable,” perhaps 
because of their race, socioeconomic status, or political beliefs.  As law professors, we are acutely aware 
that the legitimacy of the criminal justice system rests on the availability of defense lawyers willing to 
represent unpopular clients.  We are concerned that both the prosecution of Ms. Stewart and the lengthy 
sentence recommended by the government in this case have already had a chilling effect on lawyers 
who might otherwise be willing to represent those charged with terrorism-related offenses.   
 
The sentence you initially imposed sent a clear message to Ms. Stewart and defense lawyers generally 
that violations of oaths to abide by restrictions placed on clients must be taken with utmost seriousness.  
The impact of incarceration on Ms. Stewart has been severe.  We believe that any increase in her 
sentence would not further justice but, instead, serve only to deter lawyers from representing those who 
most need competent counsel.    
 
Sincerely,       
 

      
 
Raquel Aldana    Steven Bender 
Co-President    Co-President 

 


