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June 2, 2010 
 
The Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
302 Hart senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-2303 
 
Dear Senator Klobuchar: 
 
Since 1974, the Society of American Law Teachers (“SALT”) has been an independent 

organization of law teachers, deans, law librarians, and legal education professionals 

working to make the profession more inclusive, to enhance the quality of legal 

education, and to extend the power of legal representation to under-represented 

individuals and communities. Because of our commitment to the rule of law and to the 

protection of civil rights and liberties, here and abroad, we feel compelled to intervene 

when the ability of attorneys and judges to perform their critical roles is threatened.  

 

SALT calls for the immediate release of American law professor Peter Erlinder following 

his arrest last Friday in Kigali, Rwanda, and withdrawal of the charges against him.  We 

urge the United States government to work with officials in Rwanda to ensure his well-

being and to resolve this matter without delay.  

 

Professor Erlinder has been targeted for statements he made in the course of his efforts 

to provide legal representation to Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza, an opposition candidate 

who has announced her intent to challenge President Paul Kagame in the upcoming 

August elections.   Erlinder could face 20 years in prison if convicted of violating speech 

restrictions—restrictions that human rights groups condemn as repressive and that are 

the focus of Erlinder’s representation of Ingabire herself.   

While Professor Erlinder is held in police custody in violation of what people around the 

world recognize as critical free speech rights, he cannot meet with Madame Ingabire to 

provide her the legal advice and counsel which are necessary to her defense.  Both the 

Constitution of Rwanda and the Code of Criminal Procedure guarantee a right to legal 

counsel.  Rwanda is also a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, which guarantee an 

accused party the right to counsel, the right to a fair trial, and the right to prepare a 

defense on the same footing as the accuser.  These rights are fundamental in a  



democratic society, yet they ring hollow when lawyers are jailed for speaking on behalf of their clients 

and the law itself is used to discourage lawyers from taking on politically unpopular clients.  A system of 

justice cannot exist where lawyers are subject to government retaliation based on whom they choose to 

represent or what they assert in their clients’ defense.  

 

President Kagame has an opportunity to further his country’s progress towards democracy and the rule 

of law by releasing Professor Erlinder and withdrawing the charges against him.  We are confident the 

United States government will also make it a priority to expedite Professor Erlinder’s release.  We and 

the rest of the world will be watching to ensure that these steps are taken. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

   

Raquel Aldana      Steven Bender 
Co-President      Co-President 
 


