Co-Presidents
Olympia Duhart
Ruben Garcia

Past Presidents
Norman Dorsen
Howard Lesnick
David Chambers
George Alexander
Wendy Williams
Rhonda R. Rivera

Emma Coleman Jordan

Charles Lawrence
Howard Glickstein
Sylvia Law

Patricia A. Cain
Jean C. Love
Linda Greene
Phoebe Haddon
Stephanie Wildman
Carol Chomsky
Margaret Montoya
Paula Johnson
Michael Rooke-Ley

José Roberto Juérez, Jr.

Holly Maguigan
Eileen Kaufman
Tayyab Mahmud

Margaret Martin Barry

Deborah Waire Post
Raquel Aldana
Steve Bender
Jackie Gardina

Ngai Pindell

Board of Governors
Wendi Adelson
Deleso Alford
Claudia Angelos
Elvia Arriola

Deepa Badrinarayana

Emily Benfer
Barbara Bernier
Mary Lu Bilek

Pat Broussard
Kim Chanbonpin
Douglas Colbert
Benjamin Davis
Alexi Freeman
Brooks Holland
Peter Joy
Margaret Kwoka
Beth Lyon

Karla McKanders
Beverly Moran
Peter Nicolas

Hari Osofsky
Marc Poirier

Sara Rankin
Denise Roy

Robin Runge
Natsu Taylor Saito
Colleen Shanahan
Mark Sidel

Aviam Soifer
Spearlt

Amy Vorenberg
Kaimipono Wenger

Equalizer Editor
Raleigh Levine
Treasurer
Patricia A. Cain
CLEA Liaison
lan Weinstein

Secretary
Adele Morrison

SALT - Society of American Law Teachers
William S. Boyd School of Law, UNLV
Box 451098
4505 S. Maryland Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89154-1098
www.saltlaw.org

November 7, 2014

Assoc. Dean Joan Howland, Chair

Council on Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar
University of Minnesota Law School

229 19™ Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55455

Assoc. Dean Scott Pagel

The George Washington University Law School
2000 H Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20052

Dear Deans Howland and Pagel:

We write for the Society of American Law Teachers to express our concern about the
just-announced plan of the Standards Review Committee to hold a private “retreat”
meeting at an unspecified time this month in which the Committee will discuss and
plan its 2015-2016 agenda. Our representatives attended every meeting of the
Standards Review Committee during the recent seven-year comprehensive review of
the Accreditation Standards and we continue to have a keen interest in observing
and participating in the ongoing process of review and amendment of those
Standards. While the abrupt November 3 announcement of a meeting this month
invites suggestions for additional matters the Committee might address this year,
the timing of the Committee’s “strategic planning retreat” means the Committee will
meet without benefit of having such suggestions, will meet in private, and
apparently will not meet again as a group until after its agenda is submitted to the
Council.

During the comprehensive review of the Standards, SALT was compelled to write
several times to the then-chairs of the SRC and Council to express concern about the
lack of transparency in the committee’s work and the exclusion of Council affiliates
and other stakeholders from meaningful participation in the process. We expressed
concern about the limited efficacy of written comments, often solicited almost
immediately before the SRC meetings based on drafts of Standards released only
days or at most one or two weeks before the meeting. We expressed concern about
the frequent failure of the SRC to respond to or even to acknowledge the concerns
and suggestions expressed in the comments and the resulting sense that the
Committee was not engaging in the open and inclusive process that is warranted



when considering revisions to the Standards that govern accreditation and operation of the nation’s law
schools.

The decision to hold a non-public meeting, at which the Committee will plan its agenda for the year,
with the opportunity for others to comment only after-the-fact and without knowledge of the
Committee’s discussions, is a further step in the wrong direction. We request that you provide a
rationale for convening this closed-door meeting of a committee that has no confidential business and
whose responsibility it is to solicit meaningful input from constituents. We certainly hope that you will
reconsider this decision and that you will as soon as possible provide details on the upcoming meeting
and invite attendance by interested individuals and representatives of affiliated and other organizations.

Sincerely,

Ok 4 ‘}’% /%/%4 / o rces
Olyrpia Duhart Ruben Garcia
Co-President Co-President

CC: Barry Currier, Managing Director



