University of Detroit Mercy School of Law
Dual Degree Comparative Legal Writing & Research
Tenure or Tenure-Track Faculty Member

The University of Detroit Mercy School of Law seeks applicants for a tenure or tenure-track
faculty position to teach Comparative Legal Writing and Research in its Canadian & American
Dual JD Program, commencing July 2015.

About the Position

The successful candidate will play a key part in the students’ introduction to the Dual JD Degree
Program and will be responsible for teaching one section of the year-long, nine-credit hour
Comparative Legal Research and Writing course. Typically, each section consists of
approximately 30 students and is supported by at least one Teaching Assistant.

About UDM Law

UDM Law offers a unique and innovative curriculum that complements traditional theory and
doctrine-based course work with practical learning and includes required Writing Across the
Curriculum and Ethics Across the Curriculum components. UDM Law is one of only a few law
schools in the country that requires students to participate in a clinical experience prior to
graduation, and UDM Law is proud to offer six clinics from which students may choose.
Additionally, students are also required to complete at least one upper-level writing course, one
globalinternational perspectives course, and one Law Firm Program course (an innovative
simulated law firm practicum).

The School of Law is located at the Riverfront Campus in Downtown Detroit and is within
walking distance of federal, state, and municipal courts, the region’s largest law firms, and
major corporations, including General Motors, Quicken Loans, and Comerica Bank. The School
is also uniquely situated two blocks from the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel, an international border
crossing that links Detroit, Michigan with Windsor, Ontario, Canada.

About the Dual JD Program

The close proximity to Canada has allowed UDM Law to partner with the Faculty of Law at the
University of Windsor (Canada) to create a Dual JD Program that is the only program of its kind
in the country. Students are concurrently enrolled at both UDM and University of Windsor and
attend classes that are fully integrated and wholly comparative, and taught by faculty at both
institutions.  (Typically, the commute between the Detroit and Windsor law school campuses is
about 20 minutes.) Upon successful completion of the three-year program, students earn both an
ABA-accredited JD and an accredited Canadian JD, and are eligible to sit for the bar
examinations in both jurisdictions. (Completing the two degrees would require either six years
of study if done independently or four years if attending other dual programs.)

About the Comparative Legal Research & Writing Course

The course is a comprehensive comparative research, writing, and analysis course that is
specifically designed for the Dual JD Program. Students learn the similarities and differences
between the American and Canadian legal systems, including governmental structure, court
structure, jurisdiction, procedure, and ethics. Students also learn fundamental lawyering skills
and explore the research, writing, and citation protocols in each country. The course is
structured so that for every major American assignment, there is a comparative Canadian



assignment. The highlight of the course involves student participation in both an American and
Canadian moot court experience.

About Detroit

Downtown Detroit offers a dynamic variety of cultural, entertainment, and sporting attractions

that are easily accessible from the Law School, including the Detroit Institute of Arts (housing a
world-class art collection), the Detroit Symphony, the Detroit Opera House, the Detroit Zoo, the
Henry Ford Museum, Eastern Market (historic farmer’s market), and major league sports teams.

About University of Detroit Mercy

Michigan’s largest, most comprehensive private university, the University of Detroit Mercy is an
independent Catholic institution of higher education sponsored by the Religious Sisters of Mercy
and Society of Jesus. The university seeks qualified candidates who will contribute to the
University's urban mission, commitment to diversity, and tradition of scholarly excellence. The
University of Detroit Mercy is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Employer with a
diverse faculty and student body and welcomes persons of all backgrounds.

Qualifications

Candidates must have a law degree from an accredited U.S. or Canadian law school, strong
academic background, superior writing and communication skills, and a record or the promise of
excellence and high scholarly achievement. Preference will be given to candidates with law
degrees, practice experience or significant exposure in both jurisdictions.

Applicants should send a curriculum vitae, a cover letter describing the applicant’s qualifications
for the position, and details of at least three references to Professor Gary Maveal, Chair of
Faculty Recruitment, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law, 651 E. Jefferson, Detroit, Ml
48226. Email applications may be sent to mavealgm@ udmercy.edu.

Review of applications will begin immediately and will continue until the position is filled.
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