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2022 SALT IG LIG TS 
In 2022, SALT continued its passionate work on issues central to our core missions: diversity, 
justice, and academic excellence. Thank you to all the Board members, Committee Chairs, 
SALT members, friends, and institutions who contributed time, energy, and resources to 
SALT's efforts. SALT is a member-supported, all volunteer organization. None of this work 
would be possible without your commitment and dedication. Some of the year's initiatives 
representative of our efforts are listed below: 

At the virtual January 2022 Annual Cdebration, SALT honored Verndlia R. Randall (University 
of Dayton School of Law) with the Great Teacher Award; Tianna Gibbs (University of the District 
of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law) and Etienne C. Toussaint (University of South 
Carolina School of Law) with the Junior Great Teacher Award; Elizabeth Frankd, (posthumously, 
The Young Center for Immigrant Children's Rights), and the Law Deans Antiracist Clearinghouse 
Project with the M. Shanara Gilbert Human Rights Award; and The Collaboratory on Legal 
Education and Licensing for Practice with the inaugural Essence of SALT Award. 

Also in January, SALT and the American Constitution Society co-sponsored the 2022 Robert 
Cover Workshop Safeguarding Democracy: Lessons Learned from 1/6 in conjunction with the 
MLS Annual Meeting. The panel included Hari Osofsky, Dean, Northwestern Pritzker School 
of Law; Harold Hongju Koh, Sterling Professor of International Law, Yale Law School, and 
Donald Sherman, Vice President and Chief Counsel, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in 
Washington (CREW). The panel was moderated by Rachd Kleinfeld, Senior Fellow, Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace's Democracy, Conflict and Governance Program. 

In February 2022, SALT hosted a Social Justice Webinar entitled Critical Justice: Advocacy in 
Law and Society. The webinar featured panelists Francisco Valdes, Steven Bender, and Jennifer 
Hill. The panel discussed law schools' complicity in maintaining injustice and highlighted tools 
to advance equal justice through innovative teaching materials and texts. 

In June 2022, SALT sponsored the 16th Annual Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law Faculty 
Workshop at Boston University School of Law. The conference, founded by Dean Angela 
Onwuachi-Willig, provides support for current and aspiring Black women law faculty. 

In June 2022, SALT joined the chorus of legal educators, activists, and scholars in mourning 
the loss of an icon in legal education. SALT was heartbroken to mark the passing of University 
of Houston Law Center Professor Emeritus Michad A. Olivas, a long-time champion for diversity. 
Professor Olivas served as a Board Member for SALT from 1991-1995. The SALT video tribute 
to Pro£ Olivas was shared at the 2022 SALT Teaching Conference. 



2022 SALT IG LIG TS 
In June 2022, SALT issued a statement condemning Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health 
Organization. The statement stressed the need to provide Constitutional safeguards for 
reproductive autonomy and other individual liberty interests. 

In July 2022, SALT sponsored the American Bar Association,s Section of Civil Rights and Social 
Justice Thurgood Marshall Award, which honored Sherrilyn Ifill, President and 
Director-Counsel Emeritus of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund (LDF). Ifill 
also received the SALT M. Shanara Gilbert Human Rights Award in 2016. 

In September 2022, SALT sponsored the 11th Annual Promoting Diversity in Law School 
Leadership Workshop with Seattle University School of Law and the Law School Admissions 
Council. This workshop, which alternates between Seattle University School of Law and 
Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law, is aimed at assisting members of 
underrepresented groups to pursue deanships and other university and law school leadership 
positions. 

In October 2022, SALT co-hosted, with LatCrit and ClassCrits, the annual Faculty 
Development Workshop. The FDW is designed for critical, progressive, and social justice 
oriented pre-tenured professors, including clinicians and legal writing professors, as well as 
those who may be contemplating a career in law teaching. 

In October 2022, SALT held its first in-person Teaching Conference since 2018. The 
conference was hosted by Loyola University Chicago School of law with a reception hosted at 
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law. The teaching conference, Rest & Resistance: Preserving 
Our Democracy while Protecting Our Peace, drew more than 120 law teachers for a weekend 
featuring plenaries and panels arising from the heart of our work, including: 

-Teaching and Learning Constitutional Law in Difficult Times: Reorganizing and Resistance, 
a conversation with Dean Michele Alexandre, Dean Erwin Chemerinsky, Professor Kristen 
Holmquist, and Traelon Rodgers
-Resistance! Plenary, featuring Cliff Albright, Executive Director of the Black Voters Matter 
Fund and Ameri Klafeta, Director of Women and Reproductive Rights Project at the ACLU 
of Illinois
-Teach-In on Race-Conscious Admissions, discussing the SCOTUS cases, Students for Fair 
Admission v. Harvard/UNC, featuring Dean Beto Juarez, Jr., Professor Tiffany Atkins, 
Professor Steve Bender and William Adams, Managing Director, Accreditation and Legal 
Education, at the American Bar Association.
-Honoring the Dance between Rest, Renewal, and Resistance, led by Nikita Gupta, MPH, 
CHES, RYT, wellness leader and educator.



2022 SALT IG LIG TS 
Preserving Race-Conscious Admissions in Higher Education: In light of the Supreme Court's 
decision to hear arguments on race-conscious admissions in the Students for Fair Admission v. 
Harvard/UNC cases, SALT engaged in a multidimensional strategy to defend diversity in the 
classroom. The affirmative action working group, organized by Professor Franklin Siegel of 
CUNY School of Law, engaged in expansive advocacy work, including: 

- SALT filed an amicus brief with Equal Justice Society and 23 other California-focused diverse 
civil rights organizations, bar associations and community foundations in support of Respondents 
in the Students for Fair Admission v. Harvard/UNC cases. Wilson Sonsini provided invaluable 
pro bono service on the brie£ The NMCP Legal Defense Fund was also key.
- SALT placed Op-Eels discussing the cases in the Miami Herald and USA Today. The Op-Eds, 
authored by Professor Olympia Duhart, examined the significance of the SFFA case and the need 
to maintain race-conscious college admissions.
- SALT participated in a radio program discussion about affirmative action on Law and Disorder 
radio. Professor Jason Williamson was featured as a guest speaker on the show.
- SALT co-hosted a CLE webinar with National Lawyers Guild NYC. The webinar, SFFA v. 
Harvard/UNC: Race-Conscious Admissions on the 2022 Supreme Court Docket, featured 
Deborah Archer (New York University Law and ACLU President), Corinthia Carter (President, 
Legal Services Staff Association), Victor Goode (CUNY School of Law), Vinay Harpalani
(University of New Mexico School of Law); and moderated by Olympia Duhart (Nova 
Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law and SALT Co-President).
- SALT also had a presence both inside and outside the Supreme Court on Oct. 31, 2022,
the day of Oral Arguments. In addition to observing the Oral Arguments, SALT members
also participated in rallies in front of the courthouse in Washington, D. C.

Improving Legal Education 
SALT's Issues in Legal Education Committee continued its advocacy work to improve legal 
education. SALT also continued its work to closely monitor proposed changes to accreditation 
standards. SALT continues to work with affiliate groups - particularly the Clinical Legal 
Education Association (CLEA) -- to study and draft comments on proposed revisions. Professor 
David Thronson represented SALT at the ABA Roundtable on Freedom of Expression and 
Academic Freedom in September 2022. SALT also offered reports at Council Meetings for the 
Section of Legal Education and Admission to the Bar. SALT also drafted several comments on 
proposed changes to the standards; comments included the need for variances on the standardized 
test requirement for admissions, a call for more experiential learning requirements, applauding 
the new requirement for training in cross-cultural competency, bias racism education curriculum 
requirement, calling for more guidance in developing curricula to meet this same standard and 
the need for a more robust approach to academic freedom that extends to faculty of various 
professional status. 

https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article267995432.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2022/10/31/affirmative-action-case-supreme-court-college-admissions-process/10614377002/
https://lawanddisorder.org/2022/10/law-and-disorder-october-17-2022/
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Congratulations!  
from Northwestern Pritzker School of Law  
to Professor Jayesh Rathod, Professor 
Emily Behzadi, and Nazanin Boniadi on your 
well-deserved honors.

Northwestern Pritzker 
School of Law is proud 

to support SALT and 
thankful for the many 

years of service by 
Dean Hari Osofsky on 

the Board of Governors.
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AT THE HEART OF LAW
Dean Anthony E. Varona and the faculty of  

Seattle University School of Law  
congratulate

Professor Jayesh Rathod of American University 
Washington College of Law 

G R E AT TE ACH ER AWAR D

Professor Emily Behzadi of California Western 
University School of Law  

J U N I O R FACU LT Y AWAR D

Nazanin Boniadi, Iranian-born Actress, Activist, and 
Amnesty International UK Ambassador  

M . S HANAR A G I LB ERT H U MAN R I G HTS AWAR D

We are proud to partner with SALT in working for 
justice, diversity, and academic excellence.

law.seattleu.edu

https://law.seattleu.edu






CONGRATULATIONS 

to SALT and all the 
award winners!














